
 

 Mailing – P.O. Box 45073, Seattle, WA 98145 

BOARD MEETING AGENDA 

Time: 11:30 a.m.–1:00 p.m. 

Date: July 20, 2021 

ZOOM Virtual Meeting  

 

I. Welcome and Introductions    Rob/Lois   11:30 a.m.  

    

II. Public Comment    Public    11:35 a.m.  

 

III. Approval of June 2021 Meeting Minutes  Rob/Lois   11:40 a.m. (Vote) 

 

IV. Branding & Communications Update  Pyramid Communications 11:45 a.m. 

 

V. Finance Committee Report   Sally    12:15 p.m. 

 2022 Surplus            

 Acceptance of June Close        (Vote) 

 

VI. Sound Transit TOD Site Letter   Stephen    12:25 p.m. (Vote)  

 

VII. Governance Committee Report   Miles    12:35 p.m.   

 New Board Resources 

 Board Nomination: Anna Sorokina 

 Executive Session Discussion          

 Election            (Vote) 

 

VIII. New Business     Rob/Lois   12:55 p.m.  

 

IX. Adjourn     Rob/Lois   1:00 p.m.  

             

         

http://www.udistrictpartnership.org/
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MEMO

From: U District Partnership Executive Committee
To: U District Partnership Board of Directors
Re: Recommended Input on Development of Sound Transit Parcel
Date: July 20, 2021

Context
Sound Transit has officially begun outreach to the broader community to seek input on priorities for
the future use of their surplus parcel at 1000 NE 45th Street in the U District. This parcel represents
a rare opportunity to create significant benefit for our neighborhood, including affordable housing and
other community uses, as well as critical public realm enhancements to accommodate the increased
pedestrians we will soon see from our growth.

The U District Partnership, as a community-based non-profit organization that engages in service,
leadership, and advocacy on behalf of the University District, plays a critical role as an unbiased
convener, ensuring community members are aware of local issues and have an authentic avenue to
express their voices. In November of 2020, the U District Partnership submitted a letter to Sound
Transit calling for robust community outreach and engagement in their planning and deliberation
regarding what to do with this surplus site. UDP also cited the need for affordable housing and
thoughtful urban design.

Eight months later, Sound Transit is now engaging the community to hear our thoughts on how they
should develop the site, which is why we are proposing a new letter that spells out the following
priorities.

Recommendation
The U District Partnership Executive Committee recommends to the UDP Board of Directors that the
U District Partnership go on the record again to articulate a framework of priorities for the Sound
Transit site. These priorities are listed below and would be presented to Sound Transit in the form of
another letter. This letter would underscore the UDP’s perspective that the following items should be
prioritized as Sound Transit disposes of the surplus property parcel at 1000 NE 45th Street:

● An active ground floor with small-scale retail - The Sound Transit site should be
developed with exceptionally high-quality pedestrian-focused ground floor uses and design
elements. The development should encourage human-scale interaction and activity at the
street-level, with clear and porous connections to the building (beyond simple glazing),
small-scale ground floor retail, generous sidewalk (beyond Seattle Code requirements), and
welcoming and safe streetscape.

● Affordability - Consistent with Sound Transit’s TOD mandate to significantly expand
production of permanently-affordable multifamily housing, development at the site should
prioritize low income apartments, including large family units. Of the 30+ new buildings and
3,750 residential units under construction and planned for the neighborhood, none include a
significant number of affordable units, though nearly 64 percent of U District residents are
below the federal poverty level.



● Community spaces - Attendant with accelerating private development in the neighborhood,
the vast majority of below-market, non-commercial space for community organizations and
human service providers has been lost. This ST surplus site represents a rare opportunity to
incorporate space for community benefit expressly into a new development. The site, and the
ST TOD portfolio’s overall financial capacity to accommodate below-market users, presents
a unique opportunity to proactively plan for and accommodate community-oriented services
and organizations, such as day care, community gathering space, organizations that serve
the BIPOC community, small business incubators, and similar uses. Uses on the ground floor
should be compatible with walk-in activity, otherwise these uses should be allocated off of
main retail stretches or on non-ground-floor levels.

● Open space - Residents, visitors, and employees in the University District have long
expressed the desire for more spaces within the public realm to accommodate the range of
needs for the growing population. Many residents live in the district’s dense, smaller
dwellings without access to usable open space. The development of the Sound Transit
surplus site should add to the neighborhood’s network of pedestrian-priority outdoor spaces
that provide a new “front yard” for the University District community.

● An east-west alleyway will improve the pedestrian network - The University District’s
long north-south blocks make pedestrian routes circuitous and hamper access to many
neighborhood destinations. As articulated by the City Of Seattle’s Neighborhood Design
Guideline (PL1 - Connectivity), incorporating an east-west mid-block connection can provide
more pedestrian routes through long blocks. This site lies within the guidelines’ “Mid-block
Pedestrian Pathway Priority Area” and the development process should prioritize an alley
modification to provide a mid-block connection between Roosevelt Way NE and 11th Ave
NE. Doing so will also create a more developable, contiguous ST surplus site for
development. UDP stands ready to support this effort, knowing that the Seattle City Council
has great discretion in granting alley modifications.

● Environmental performance - New construction in the U District’s can increase the
neighborhood’s emissions of greenhouse gases, the effects of which disproportionately affect
low-income, BIPOC, and dense urban communities with disproportionate public health
impacts (e.g., heat islands, noise, glare, poor air quality, etc.). The Sound Transit parcel
development must meet stringent environmental performance and natural systems
integration.

● Community partnership with the UDP - Sound Transit’s TOD development processes for
the Capitol Hill, Roosevelt and Rainier Valley surplus properties provide precedents and
lessons learned for authentic community engagement. Sound Transit should prioritize
collaboration with the U District Partnership as the neighborhood’s leadership organization to
ensure an authentic and inclusive community engagement process in the U District. In
addition, Sound Transit should explore opportunities to partner with the U District Partnership
to sustain ongoing community support through this development by providing much needed
office, operations and gathering space for community-focused organizations.
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https://www.seattletimes.com/life/food-drink/the-university-district-builds-new-outdoor-dining-spaces-with-great-restaurants-nearby/
https://www.seattlepi.com/lifestyle/food/article/seattle-u-district-new-summer-outdoor-dining-16276300.php
https://www.seattlepi.com/lifestyle/food/article/seattle-u-district-new-summer-outdoor-dining-16276300.php
https://mynorthwest.com/2893936/university-district-outdoor-dining-plaza-light-rail/
https://www.theurbanist.org/2021/06/30/sound-transits-u-district-development-site-should-be-an-affordable-tower/
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https://wsdotblog.blogspot.com/2021/03/seattles-montlake-bridge-getting-some.html
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