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Existing Conditions | Site Photos
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Design Process

The Steering Committee and Design Team hosted a series of three 
Stakeholder meetings to engage the community at each step of the design 
process. The Stakeholder group represented a diverse group of interests 
and backgrounds related to 42nd street. The group included business 

owners, property managers, and residents of 42nd street as well as UW students 
and professors and representatives from the U District Partnership, U District 
Advocates, Seattle Neighborhood Greenways, and SDOT. Additionally, broad 
public outreach was conducted via online surveys and one open house.
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Design Process

The three stakeholder meetings targeted the themes of Understanding, 
Exploring, and Deciding. In the first meeting the design team shared 
project background and the group discussed priorities for the street. At the 
second and third meetings design options were discussed at sequentially 

greater detail leading to a final approach adopted by the steering committee. This 
lengthy process allowed the diverse group with differing interests to express their 
interests, understand other interests, and agree on a common approach. See 
Appendix 2 for scanned materials from the three stakeholder meetings.
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Design Principles

• Create places for people to experience and stay 

• Embrace superior & sustainable urban design best practices 

• Support local stakeholders & small businesses 

• Enhance the connection between campus & community 
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Site Sections | Existing Conditions 

NE 42nd between Brooklyn Ave NE and 15th Ave NE is a 60' 
wide right-of-way with a 10'-6" pedestrian zone and a 39' 
curb-to-curb.
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Site Sections | Proposed 

The proposed street increases the width of the pedestrian zone by 
reducing the travel lanes to minimum code-allowed width and by only 
intermittently including a flex/parking zone on alternating sides of the 
street.

The proposed street introduces a curbless design. The edge between 
pedestrian zones and vehicular zones is delineated by a detection strip 
in the paving. To ensure vehicles stay in the vehicular zone, trees and site 
furnishings such as bollards, bike racks, and benches are placed on either 
side of the travel lanes, forming a barrier to the pedestrian zone.
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Concept Plan | Overall Plan 
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Concept Plan | West Block 
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Concept Plan | East Block
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Concept Plan | Diagrams
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Vehicular Paving 
Finish: Medium Topcast
Color: Medium Grey
Joints: Sawcut

Intersection Paving
Finish: Stamped
Color: Dark Grey
Joints: Tooled

Concept Plan | Diagrams
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Materials

Benches provide opportunities for various group 
sizes to sit and linger on the street. They're 
typically located in the shade of trees. They can 
serve to narrow the apparent size of the vehicular 
lane and act as an obstacle to vehicles.

Cafe seating provides flexible furniture that 
can be moved around the street as needed to 
accommodate the different street modes from 
everyday to pop-up festival. Like more permanent 
seating, they serve to narrow the travel lanes and 
keep vehicles clear of the pedestrian zones.

Bike racks are located throughout the street, 
accommodating short term parking, narrowing 
the street and act as an obstacle to vehicles.

New street trees are planted in tree grates to 
maximize the pedestrian space. Soil cells located 
beneath the adjacent paving provide soil volume 
for the trees.

U style bike rack. 

Tree grates along street. Cafe table seating and pergola. Twig bench in various formations creating informal varied seating 
opportunities. 

Street benches. 

Informal group seating. 

Picnic tables for dining.  

Street Furniture Cafe / Dining Furniture Bike Racks

Tree Grates
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Materials

Both vehicular and pedestrian zones will be cast-in-
place concrete with sawcut scoring and sandblast 
finishes. The zones will be differentiated in color, 
density of scoring, and depth of sandblast finish.

Concrete tactile warning pavers delineate crossing 
between pedestrian and vehicle zones.

Lighting is an important element for promoting 
comfort, safety, and engagement in the evening. 
Both pedestrian light poles and catenary lighting 
help scale the street to pedestrian activities and 
comfort. To promote a sense of neighborhood 
identity the committee recommends a standard 
light pole design based on the poles on The Ave.

Paving - Topcast Concrete Paving - Stamped Concrete Lighting

Stamped concrete will identify the raised 
intersections and differentiate them from other 
paving zones.

Detectable ADA warning Strip 

Ped light pole on The Ave

Catenary lighting opportunity. 
Precast concrete tactile warning strip options. 

Stamped concrete patterns. 

Topcast concrete examples of various finishes. 
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Materials

Bollards are used where needed to create 
separation between the vehicular zone and 
pedestrian zones. 

Where new planters are provided they are raised 
to ease maintenance, reduce litter, provide a seat 
perch, and fill the street at the pedestrian scale.

Bollards Raised Planters

Street trees will visually link to UW campus 
across the street. Soil volume and water will be 
provided by soil cells beneath the paving with drip 
irrigation. Species to be coordinated with SDOT 
Urban Forestry.

Street Trees

Quercus bicolor 
Swamp white oak 

Quercus lobata
Valley oak

Precast concrete bollards. 

Raised planters as part of the street furniture family. 

Raised planter with integrated seating.

Raised precast concrete planters. 

Quercus suber
Cork Oak 

Nyssa sylvatica
Black tupelo
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